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PREFACE. 



THE Editor of this little Work has not 
aimed at novelty or originality ; he has 
availed himself of the more popular and 
elaborate expositions of the Church Ca- 
techism : conscious that even the least at- 
tempt to set forth the glory of God in the 
good of mankind will not succeed without 
his blessing, he ventures to send it forth 
with an earnest wash and prayer, that as 
far as this endeavour may be found con* 
sistent with the Divine Word and Will, 
it may indeed be blessed to the very im- 
portant purposes to which it aspires. 
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A PRACTICAL EXPOSITION 



OF THK 



APOSTLES CREED. 



Q. WHJlT are your names f 

A. John Williams. 

Q. Had you both of these names when you 
were born ? 

A. No; the name of John was given to me 
when I was baptized and admitted a member 
of the Christian Church. 

Q. Where are the principles ofyourprqfes^ 
sion to be found ? 

A. In the Holy Scriptures, which are the 
word of God. 

Q. Have you any summary thereof ? 

A. Yes; in three forms of confession, com- 
monly called, the Apostles* Creed, the Nicene 
Creed, ami the Creed of St. Athanasius. ' 

Q. As, the Apostles* Creed is the first that 
you have mentioned, let me hear if' you can 
repeat it. 
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A.TbdieTe in God the Fattier Almk^htj, 
Maker of beaven- and earlb: and in Jesus 
Christ his only son our Lord, who was conceir- 
ed by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virg^in Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilaie, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell : the 
third day he rose again ffoni the dead, he as- 
cended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall ciome to judge the^(j[aick sind the dead. 
1 believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catho- 
lic Church ; the Communion of Saintjs; the 
fororiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Q. Why is it called the Apostles* Creed? 

A. Because it contains the doctrines of the 
Apostles, and because it was composed about 
the time in which they lived. 

Q. What does this Creed particularly 
teach ? 

A. That we must beliere in God the Father, 
God the Sou, end God the Holy Ghost; three 
persons but one God; Trinity in Unity; and 
Unity in Ti*inity. 

Q. In whom do you first believe f 

A* In God the Father. 

Q. . Why in God fhe Father f \ 

A. He is our Father by ' creation ; be is tb'e 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; and in 1bim 
the reconciled Father of all true believers. 

Q. What do you bklieveofGodihe Pa- 
therf 



A* Thai be is Almigbt^^ 

Q. What do you medfi by Almipki^t 

A. That he has power to do alltbingSt ajpd 
is the upholder ana governor of the univerflie. 

Q. What more do you believe respecting 
God the Father? 

A. That he made the heaven and the earlby 
and all things therein. 



Q. In fohom do you believe secondly f 

A. In God the Son. 

Q. What is the name of God the Son f 

A. Jesus Christ. 

Q. What does the word Jesus mean f 

A. Jehovah the Saviour, and M'as givtfn to 
Christy because be was to save bis people from 
ib^ir sins. 

Q. What does Christ imply ? 

A. Anointed. 

Q. HoiD was Christ anointed f 

A. By the spiritual unction, or anointing of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Q. For what end was he thus anointed f 

A. As our Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Q. How do yoM . explain these offices wilA 
respect to us 9 

A. . He is our , Prophet to instruci . ^n ; .pur 
-PrieM to 9,t6M and iii|ercej4e for, us ; ; mnd jOfBr 
King to rule over us. 
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Q. Who do you say was Jesus Christ f 

A. The eternal Son of God. 

Q. Had God any other son ? 

A, No; he was his only son. 

Q. What is he to Us? 

A. He is our Lord. 

Q. Why do you call him Lord ? 

A. Because he is the Most Hig^h God, and 
the Sovereiffn Head of all Christians. 

Q. Was Christ ever upon earth ? 

A. Yes 5 he was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary. 

Q« Who was the reputed father of- our 
Lord? 

A. Joseph the carpenter; the husband of 
the Virsfin Mary. ^ 

Q. How long did Christ live upon the 
earth 9 , 

A. About thirty-three years. 

Q. What did he the first thirty years of his 
life? 

A. He lived in retirement with his parents at 
Nazarethy in Gallilee, and M'as subject unto 
them. 

Q. What did he the last three years of his 

life? 

A. He went about preachings the Gospel, and 
confirming the same with miracles. 

Q. What is a miracle ? 

A. An act beyond the power of any created 
Vein?* ^^ tonlraryc to the eslabiished eomse 
of nature. 
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Q; Why was Christ made man f 

A. That he. might live, sufier, and die for 
us. • 

Q. Under whom did Christ suffer f 
' A. Pontius Pilate. • 

Q. Who was he? 

A. He was a Roman Governor of Judeat 
where Christ lived, 

Q. How did Christ svffer f 

A. He was crucified. 

Q. What toas that f 

A. He was nailed to a cross of wood by his 
hands and feet until be was dead. 

Q. Was this a Jewish mode of punishment f 

A. No; it was inflicted by the Romans on 
notorious ofTenders, as the most ignominious 
and painful death. 

Q. Why was Christ thus cruelly treated f 

A. Because he was appointed to suflfer for 
Us, and to make atonement for the sins of the 
world. 

Q. What became of him then 9 

A. He gave up the ghost, or died. 

Q, What then? 

A. He was buried. 

Q. Where? 

A. In the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. 

Q. Who was this Joseph ? 

A. A rich Counsellor among the Jew» who 
had not consented to bis death. 
.: Q. Where is Chisi said tp kwsie descend^ ? 

A. Into hell. ^ 
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Q. Under what character ? 

A. As the Lord and giver of spiritual life# 
and the sanctifier of me and. all the elect peo- 
ple of God. 

Q. What do you mean by sanctifying you t 

A. The making* of me holy. 
. Q. How does the Holy Ghost maheyou holy? 

A. By ^nab]ing me both to will and to do 
what is right and acceptable in the sight of 
God. 

Q. Bow are you to obtain this sanctijication 
of the Spirit? 

A. By continual prayer and supplication, 
and by constant endeavours after noliness ia 
the use of all appointed means. 

; Q. Can you go to God through Christ with- 
out the influence of the Spirit ? 

A. No ; I must be born of water and of the 
Spirit, or 1 cannot enter into the kingdom of 
grace her^, or of glory hereafter. 

Q. May you have the Spirit ? 

A» Yes; Christ has promised to give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 



Q. In what do you believe next ? 
A. The holy Catholic Church. 
Q. >f*«* Uihe Churcht / 



t ; • •. 
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A. The congelation of the faithful : that is, 
of all true believers in every ag^e. 

Q. Why do you call it holy f 

A. Because its members, rules, and ordi- 
nances are holy. 

Q, Why do you call it Catholic? 

A. Because it is universal, or extended 
throughout the world. 

Q. In what do you next believe? 

A. The communion of saints. 

Q. What does that mean ? 

A. A partaking in common of all the bene- 
fits and privileges of Christianity. 

Q. nhat do you mean by a Saint ? 

A. A holy person, or one who is sanctified 
by the Holy uhost. 

Q. With whom have the Saints communion ? 

A. With God and with each other. 

Q. How have the righteous communion with 
God? 

A. By faith, supplication, the word, the Sa- 
craments, and all other the means of grace. ' 

Q. How have the Saints communion orfeU 
towihip with each other 9 

A. In the same faith, worship, and mutual 
exercise of love and obedience. 

Q. In what do you next believe? 

A. The forgii^eness of sins. 

Q. Are you asinnier f 

A. Yes ; every one is a siMtr hk Adam, ••' 
fTell as in his own person. 



16 

that gndous invitetion of our Lord and Saviour, *' Come ye 
blewed children of my Father,*' and may enjoy bappineM un« 
■peakable in the life everlasting. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
increase our faith and help our unbelief; and we will ascribe unto 
thee. Three Peroons but One Ood ; CJnitjr in Trinity, and Tri- 
nity in Unity ; all honour and glory, dominion, praise, and thanks- 
givug, this day and for evermoxe.— Amen. 

•tf Prayer designed for the use of Schools. 

O GOD, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
we thank thee that thou bast preserved us through the night 
past, and brought us safely to tne beginning of this day. We 
thank thee for our life, our health, for all the blessings of thy 
providence, and the means of grace, especially for those afforded 
us in this school. But above aU we would thank thee for the gift 
of JESI7S CHRIST, thv only Son, our Lord ; who bdnv bom 
of the Virgin Mary, lived, suffered, died, and rose again for us. 
May we through him obtain forgiveness of all our sins, and rise 
from the death of sin to a life of righteousness. O Lord JESU 
CHRIST, who now sittest at the right hand of GOD the Father 
Almighty, give us, we pray thee, true repentance; may we be 
heartuy sorry for all that we have done amiss; and do thou, who 
in the days of thy flesh didst suffer little children to come unto 
thee, now receive us and bless us, and pray^ to thy father for us, 
that when thou shalt come to judge the quick and the dead, we 
may be found acceptable in thy sight. Send down the Holy Gheat 
fnm above, to create in us new hearts and sanctify us. And do 
thou, O Holv Spirit, enlighten our understandings to receive the 
instruction which shall be given us this day. Take fhim ns all 
love of sin, and make ns humble and meek ; obedient to our pa- 
rents, spiritual pastors and teachers ; and incline us to love one 
another. Thus may we be true members of thy Holy Gathofic 
Churdi, and enjoy the Communion oTSaiots. Through the blood 
of JESUS CHRIST may we receive forgiveness of all our sins ; 
and when we die, may we have a sure and certain hope of a Uesa- 
ed resurrection, and enter into everlasting life. Accept, O Hea^ 
Tenly Father, these our imperfect prayers, for the sake of JESUS 
CHRIST; to whom, with Thyself and the Holy Ghost, we would 
ascribe all honour, praise, and glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 

OUR Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name; 
fhy kingdom come ; thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven : 
give us this day our dauy bread ; and forgive us our trespasses, si 
we forgive them that trespass against us ; and lead us not into 
temptation ; bnt deliver us from evil : for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE graceof our Lord Jesus Christ, and thelov«4^God«Md 
the foUowihip of the Holy Ghost, be with us all eyenpore. Aam» 

FINIS. 



